
LI-BIRD Celebrated the International Day  
for Biological Diversity-2011

FOREST FOR THE PEOPLE: FOREST BIODIVERSITY
24 May 2011, Tuesday, Pokhara

Local Initiatives for Biodiversity, Research 
and Development (LI-BIRD)celebrated the 

International Day for Biological Diversity 2011, 
with four showings of forum theatre ‘Jaibik-
Dhunharu-2 (Biotunes, part 2)’, prepared and
performed by Mandabika Art Group in 
Pokhara and Dikhurpokhari VDC on 22 and 
23 May 2011. With the theme of the day 
“Forest Biodiversity”, the programme was 
inaugurated on 22 May with a morning show at
Manabadhikar Chowk in Pokhara. 
Distinguished guests Mr. Bishwo Babu
Tiwari, District Forest Officer, District Forest 
Office, Kaski; Mr. Krishna Prasad Baral, 
Treasurer, LI-BIRD Executive Board; Dr. Pratap
Kumar Shrestha and Mr. Surya Prasad Adhikari, 
members, LI-BIRD Executive Board; Mr. Gopal 
Khadka, vice chairperson, NGO Federation,
Kaski; and the different media 
representatives and stakeholders were
present. Around 250 participants observed 
and participated in the first show.

The afternoon show was performed at Hallan 
Chowk in Lakeside, Pokhara. The show was 
enjoyed by 500 people. On the 23 May, 
the morning show was performed at the 
Sabhagriha Chowk, Pokhara with more
than 300 spectators. The programme was closed 
in the evening in Naagdada, Dhikurpokhari 
VDC of Kaski with an audience of 250.
The main objective of the programme was 
to raise awareness among public and local 
community people on the importance 
of biodiversity and forests. The forum 
theatre highlighted the need of local
cooperation and equitable sharing of 
benefits derived from the use of

natural resources among the 
communities for the conservation of
biodiversity and the sustainable 
livelihoods of the local communities.

Forum theatre is also known as the 
theatre of oppressed. In this form
of theatre, one character is plays the 
oppressor and the other plays
the oppressed. The artists build 
characters and set the context for a
real life conflict regarding biodiversity and 
livelihoods. Then the play pauses near the 
climax and the audiences are asked to fill in the
shoes of the oppressed character and 
attempt to resolve the conflict.
In this way, forum theatre actively 
engages the audience members to
deal with the situation and think 
creatively about the possible
solutions. In this sense, forum theatre 
is also participatory theatre.

Sometimes a solution may take a long 
time to come up or not come up at
all. In such condition, the narrator 
(Sutradhar) of the theatre ends
the show by suggesting the audience 
to continue to think of possible
solutions for their context. The real value 
of this form of theatre make people 
think deeply about the situation.

Mandapika Art Group, Kathmandu; 
Big FM, Pokhara; Radio Taranga,
Pokhara and Pokhara Awaj Daily 
provided the helping hands for the
success of the programme.

(Reported by: Keshab Thapa and Mahesh Shrestha/LI-BIRD)



For more updates from Media and our social networks

http://tinyurl.com/3gnlto2
http://tinyurl.com/3vb37vw
http://tinyurl.com/44tjzko
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.211971822158849.52083.128935043795861

 Forun Theatre ‘Jaibik-Dhunharu (Bio-Tunes)-02’ . Photos by: Sachesh Silwal and Keshab Thapa/LI-BIRD)

Glimpses of the programme



On the occasion of IBD, a quiz competition and plantation of neglegted plants 
were organized in school’s biodiversity garden at Chandradangi, Shivganj. There 
were participants came from all wards of the VDC, projects operated by 
LI-BIRD, students from local school, CBOs and local stakeholders and others. Students 
from differents schools of the nine wards competed in the biodiversity themed quiz 
competition. The competition was facilitated by Mr. Lakpa Bhotia, a representative 
from DADO, Jhapa. Winners were awarded with certificates and fruit saplings.

International Day for Biological Diversity Celebration in the fi eld sites:

Farmers and stakeholders celebrate The International Day for Biological Diversity  
in Nawalparasi, Nepal

Farmers and stakeholders in Kawasoti of 
Nawalparasi celebrated Sundays’ (22 May 
2011) International Day for Biological Diversity 
under the theme Biodiversity and Forests. 
The event celebration was  organized by 
the Village Biodiversity Conservation and 
Development Committees (VBCDC) and LIBIRD.
 
Given the theme of the day it was fitting the 
celebration in Kawasoti of Nawalparasi as most 
of the event participants were from ethnic 
communities of the region which included 
Tharus, Botes, Maghis and Mushars who are 
deeply rooted in Forest and Forest biodiversity 
for the livelihood since time immortal. Nearly 
200 participants, mostly women from the 
Aghaloi VDC and Kawasoti VDC have gathered in 
the busy area i.e. Kawasoti Thana Chowck (name 
of a place) with the banner and flyers containing 
information on forest and forest biodiversity. 
The farmers and stakeholders organized a 5 
kilometer long rally on the market area to mark 
the day. Different communities with their own 
traditional cultural dresses and charms that 
reflected their culture have made the event 
much attractive and informative. The local 
conservationists, media reporters, interested 
political leaders and local people joined the 
rally. Students, children, youths, women, 
businessmen and all the local communities 
have observed the event in the area. 
The activity on this special day has become an 
efficient contrivance to increase understanding 
and awareness on biodiversity issues in the 
district. The events were highlighted in the local 
print and broadcast media on the very next day.
 

Women participating in the programme.  Photos by: Puspa Sharma/LI-BIRD)

Village Biodiversity Conservation and 
Development Committee (VBCDC) is a Farmers 
and stakeholders committee in Aghaoli 
VDC established in 2008 and committed on 
management of Agricultural Biodiversity 
existing in the village and around. The 
committee has been developed as pioneer 
in agrobiodivesity management in the 
area. Community Biodiversity Management 
Project of Local Initiatives for Biodiversity, 
Research and Development (LI-BIRD) has 
been working for the capacity enhancement 
and skill development of the farmers and 
stakeholders in agrobiodiversity management 
via different trainings, action researches 
and many more proven good practices. 
(Reported by:Puspa Sharma/LI-BIRD)

(Reported by: Tekendra Pradhan/LI-BIRD)



Glimpses from the print media



Glimpses from the print media



Glimpses from the print media...
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Upcoming Events:


